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1)13 Responsive to communlcatlon(s) filed on 22 August 2007 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. , 2b)n This action is non-final. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/510,056 
Art Unit: 2622 

DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to tlie amendment dated August 22, 2007. 
pending and have been considered below. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed August 22, 2007, with regards to determining a 
characteristic of a video signal, have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
Spiero et al. (US 5,349,391 ) does teach the determination of a characteristic of a video 
signal from a control signal. As seen in column 15, lines 33-53, a generator responds to 
control signals that indicate the various signal components of the input video signals. 

2. Applicant's other arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Drawings 

3. Based on the amendment dated August 22, 2007, all objections to the drawings 
are withdrawn. 

Specification 

4. Based on the amendment dated August 22, 2007, all previous objections to the 
specification are withdrawn. 

5. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that Is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 
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Claims 1-12 are 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this titie, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by ttie manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Spiero et al. (US 5,349,391) in view of Shen (US 6,231,379). 

Claim 1 : Spiero discloses a video apparatus comprising: 

(a) a connector for receiving a video signal (column 1, line 45 to column 2, line 

13); 

(b) transmission means coupling the first pin and the second pin to a video circuit 
able to operate with the first type of video signal and the second type of video signal 
(column 5, line 66 to column 6, line 2); 

(c) detection means connected to the third pin for determining a characteristic of 
the video signal based on the indicative signal (column 15, lines 33-53); and 

(d) control means responsive to the characteristic for sending a control signal 
whereby the video circuit is forced to operate with one of said first and second types of 
video signal (column 2, lines 40-45; column 3, lines 12-33). 
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While Spiero does not explicitly disclose that a single connector contains three 
signals on at least three pins, wherein two are video signals and a third is a defining 
signal (he discloses a SCART connector (column 1, lines 45-55), which has 21 pins, 
transmission of a CVBS signal on pin 19 and transmission of an RGB signal on pins 15, 
11 and 7 (column 2, lines 1-13), and a control line on pins 8 or 10 (column 1, lines 56-59 
and column 15, lines 16-32) that carries a signal indicative of which types of video 
signal defines the video signal at a given point in time (i.e. when a switch is desired). 
Additionally, it was well known in the art at the time of invention to have a single 
connector that was capable of transferring two types of video signals simultaneously, as 
seen in Shen (column 2, lines 3-5; figure 5 A/B). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have a single connector 
with at least a first pin carrying a first type of video signal, at least a second pin carrying 
a second type of video signal and at least a third pin carrying a signal indicative of which 
of the types of video signals defines the video signal at a given point in time. One would 
have been motivated to do so to reduce the number of connectors necessary on each 
apparatus, and to facilitate passing the signals to distant apparatuses, as taught by 
Spiero (column 2, lines 46-64). 

Claim 2: Spiero and Shen disclose an apparatus as in Claim 1 above, and Spiero 
further discloses that the pin containing the defining signal is coupled to the video circuit 
as a switch, where the switch is controlled by the control signal (column 10, lines 1-9). 
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Claim 3: Spiero and Shen disclose an apparatus as in Claim 1 above, and Soiero 
further discloses that the control means and the video circuit are linked via a bus able to 
carry the control circuit (columni 1 , lines 51 -59). 

Claim 4: Soiero and Shen disclose an apparatus as in Claim 3 above, and Soiero 
further discloses that the control means have means to modify parameters in the video 
circuit to force operation in one type of video signal (column 10, line 57 to column 1 1 , 
line 18). 

Claim 5: Soiero and Shen disclose an apparatus as in Claim 1 above, and Soiero 
further discloses that the control means has means to modify parameters in the video 
circuit thereby altering video processing by the video circuit (column 10, line 57 to 
column 1 1 , line 18). 

Claim 6: Soiero and Shen disclose an apparatus as in Claim 1 above, and Soiero 
further discloses that the video circuit comprises means for recording the video signal 
(column 5, lines 31-41). 

Claim 7: Soiero and Shen disclose an apparatus as in Claim 6 above, and Spiero 
further discloses that the control means is further responsive to a selection made by the 
user (column 6, lines 19-27). 
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Claim 8: Spiero and Shen disclose an apparatus as in Claim 1 above, and Soiero 
further discloses that the video circuit comprises means to convert the video signal into 
a digital stream (column 5, lines 8-18). 

Claim 9: Soiero and Shen disclose an apparatus as in Claim 8 above, and Soiero 
further discloses that the video circuit Is a video decoder (satellite decoder, column 5, 
lines 8-18). 

Claim 10: Spiero and Shen disclose an apparatus as in Claim 1 above, and Spiero 
further discloses that the video circuit comprises a display (column 5, lines 1-17). 

Claim 11: Spiero discloses a method of receiving video signals in a video apparatus 
comprising: 

(a) receiving a video signal (column 1, line 45 to column 2, line 13); 

(b) receiving a signal indicative of which of a first type of video signal and a 
second type of video signal defines the video signal at a given point in time (column 1 , 
lines 56-59 and column 15, lines 16-32); 

(c) coupling the first type of video signal and the second type of video signal to a 
video circuit operable with at least the two types of video signals (column 5, line 66 to 
column 6, line 2); 

(d) determining a characteristic of the video signal based on the indicative signal 
(column 15, lines 33-53); and 
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(e) sending a control signal, responsive to said characteristic of the video signal, 
forcing the video circuit to operate with one of the types of video signal (column 2, lines 
40-45; column 3, lines 12-33). 

While Spiero does not explicitly disclose that both types of video signals are sent 
at the time same time, it was well known in the art at the time of invention that two video 
signals could be sent to a single device simultaneously (Sherr column 2, lines 3-5; 
figure 5 A/B). Therefore, It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention that a single "signal" could contain a first and second type of 
video signal. One would have been motivated to send the signals in this manner to 
reduce the number of incoming signal lines to the video circuit. 

Claim 12: Soiero and Shen disclose a method as in Claim 1 1 above, and Soiero further 
discloses that the video circuit selects between the two types of video signals 
responsive to the indicative and control signals (column 10, lines 1-9). 

Conclusion 

3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier cornmunications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Meyers whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1690. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NgocYen Vu can be reached on (571 ) 272-7320. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

10/22/2007 
JM 



NGqC-YENlVi/ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




